Approved o)

el - -

: .]osepﬁ Al&oé;" -

MARSHAL LIN PIAO,

-7 formerly the anointed heir

“of Mao Tsetung, 1s “finv

ished”, Very probably, the

“chief of staff of the Chinese

°  Communist army, and thé

" gommanders

of the - Alr.

' Foree and Navy, are "fin-

"~ whother “finished”

ished" too. - -

1t is not ahsolutely clear
means
under the gsod physically, or

simply dead politically, At

any rate, “finished” 18 the
official description of ‘Lin
Piao’s present condition.
And the Communist party
cadres all over China are
further being told that “Lin
‘Plao and others” are “fin-
iched® because they plotted
unsuccessfully  against be-
“1oved Chairman Maol -

‘All this may appear A8

" “turfd and hard to credit a8

“'the hriefings. Enough mit-

the wildest excesses of Mao'k

cultural revolution. But the
evidence is now overwhelm-’
ing that the process of brief-

" {ng the party cadrea on the

winish" of Lin Piao began
about mid-October, 1t is atill

continuing throughout the

Chinese provinces, . .

The word ‘finish” s hers
“put in quotations because it

is the lteral—indeed. the

“only possible—transtation of ...

“ the "Chinese -word used in

tually confirmatory reports
“of the country-wide brief-
ings have now seeped out of

* China to leave no doubt

about the matter, . .

- . quite certalnly ordered to
. acquaint the lower ranks of .
+ ‘the party with the state of
- affairs' at the .top. Thus
‘. thers can he mno doubt, el-

“ther, that this really {4 tl;m:

Lin Piao i

. .“Who comes next?" Ia con

‘sequence, they began 1o ars :
_ - axtraoedinary .
~ plenum of tha party's cen-

o, il '

S

" agintah” also appears to be
"“linked with the sarlier all. .
. from power of two more of

‘Muag Tse-tung's closest cole
‘laborators in the “eultursl
““revolution, his sin{ster per

© sonal secretary, Chen Po-ta,
" and Chen Poa's partner in
* the politburo, Kang Sheng,

You can now. construct &

" logical scenarla, indesd, to
explain "these . astonishing

_developments. The attack on.

TFinished’

"the “May sixteenth group”, -

~.which mainly ;meant Chen
‘Kang-8heng, -

“Pota  and
“pegan 1n- the ocontrolied

. Chinese . Communiet press

lastspring. oo

" ONE MAY ‘GUESS that

Lin Pao and hiy glliss in the "

armed
began’ to. asi themselves,

range - An

tral committes, -

* ‘deposed  Mao  Tse-tung,

‘except perhaps for an hon-
arifle “role, And it would

gervichs “therefors. )

~~ Tha packed plenum would
“#o - deubt ‘have destroyed “
‘Chou En-lal. It would have

“have given full, Immediate”’

- power to Lin Plao and the

_rest. In assembling such &

“plenum, of course, Wu Fa-
hsien’s air force would have-
" had to play the key role,

b “#1f this acenario In correct,
THE BRIEFINGS wers,

‘the plotters were caught i1
the act early in Beptemher,

whefi Chou FEn-lai abruptly

“ began_ cancelling very im-

i

' portant appointments over &
" period of days. In the result-
cing eohfrontation  at the

" . gtate of affairs. In sum, Lin . summit of the government

_..< air. force: and navy. com: ,

-

- Piad's hash has been perma-:
- ‘nently settled, quite possibly -

hy his death. .
In the briefingy, those de..

the plotters must then hav

‘been  “finished” by Septem-
. ber 12, ot

.. After that date, Chou En-

i

- goribed as having plotted = lal ‘resumed business as

~

against Chairman Mao, and:
. .phaving been “finished” In' ..

_consequence, -are simply

“Iin
interpreted in the light of

the abrupt and total disap- .

pearance from the scene of

. the army's chiet of staff, y
; Huang Yungsheng, and ths. . All China’s mlilitary aviation

. manders, Wu Fa-hsien and
1iTso-peng. -
It is an oddson bet, in

" fact, that all three leaders of .

* ‘the . Chinese

Communist

~_iarmed services have suf-!
- ffppridvcdiFofaRel

former heir of Mao., e_r,:

{ao and others". But
i that word, *others", must-be

20

usyal,
ally in the -armed forces,

“Marshal Yieh Chienying,
pofing  aa his pariner on
such important occasions As

the talks with Dr. Henry

with ‘his: particular

Kissinger. On September 13,

moreoyer, all Chinese avaia-
tian was briefly grounded.

" gurthermore, obviously indl-
cating a thorough purge of
the alr force, i

This 18 only a seenarlo,

but it explains all the facts

éxcept two. The Sovlets al

continues. to "be grounded,’

!
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slong the lne. Thia is the
only ressonsble explanation
6f the attempt to flee to Ir-
kutsk, 0n onc of the Chiness
air force’s four Trident jet-.
transports, that was made by
8% vet unidentified high per-
fonages on thé night of Sep-
tember 12-13. But the exact
nature of the Soviet role Is
atill mysterious. o
In addition, all Mao's most .
important partners in the ™
ouitural revolution are now’
“nished", except for Chou
Enigi  and Mao's wife,
Chiang Ching. Except for
Chou En-lai, in fact, a clean -
_Awasp has bcen made of the
-fo¥mer top leadership under

" :Mao. And this, téo, raises

' thivious questions.
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